
Avoiding Grass Burns 
 

Lawn care is the foundation to creating a beautiful and welcoming backyard. 

Proper lawn care and maintenance can be tricky, and incorrect application of 

techniques can sometimes leave grass looking yellowed, spotted, streaked, or even 

brown. This appearance is an indication of “burnt grass,” and can be easily avoided or 

repaired with patience and knowledge. 

Why does my grass look burnt? 
Burnt grass can be caused by a few different factors; it is important to identify the 

specific reason so that the appropriate actions can be taken. Your lawn may be burnt 

from the following: 

1. Over-fertilization. Most fertilizers have soluble salts in them in addition to the 

nutrients for your lawn. When you over-fertilize your lawn, this salt builds up and 

cannot be processed quickly enough, resulting in the burnt look. 

2. Mowing equipment. If the blades on your lawn mower are dull, then your grass 

will be ripped instead of cleanly cut. On a riding mower, having the incorrect deck 

height can also cause grass burns. 

3. Disease. Although uncommon, grass can be infected by certain fungi. The other 

causes on this list (especially the mowing equipment) greatly increases the risk 

of infection.  

4. Spills. Many people use their lawns for both work and relaxation. If you are 

working with any kind of chemicals, a spill could lead to grass burn. 

How do I treat grass burn? 
As with any kind of problem, prevention is always better than reaction. However, 

if you do find yourself dealing with grass burn there are some steps that you can take 

for each of the problems above. 

1. Over-fertilization. If this is the problem, then you should stop fertilization 

immediately. Make sure that the area is well-watered and moist for the next few 



weeks; the area will likely need more moisture than you would normally provide. 

Once the area is recovered, you can use fertilizer again as long as you carefully 

follow the instructions on the packaging. Using a slow-releasing fertilizer is also 

recommended. 

2. Mowing equipment. Again, you should make sure that the affected area is 

well-watered and moist. To prevent the same problem from reoccurring, make 

sure that your blades are sharpened after 20-25 hours of mowing. You should 

also refer to the user manual; some push mowers simply require you to purchase 

new blades instead of sharpening them.  

3. Disease. Fungus can be difficult to identify and treat, especially if it has spread to 

cover a large area of lawn. Dethatching and aerating can help a lawn to recover, 

though this requires you to either rent the appropriate equipment or hire a lawn 

care professional. If these do not work, a fungicide may be applied carefully and 

in limited quantities. In some cases, the area may be too infected to salvage; 

unfortunately, this means that the diseased grass must be removed along with 

several inches of soil. 

4. Spills. The treatment of spills depends on the substance. For a spillage of 

herbicides or concentrated fertilizer, simply douse the area thoroughly with water. 

Spills of oil or gas should be doused with soapy water, left to soak, and then 

re-doused with regular water. Like disease, chemical spills may sometimes leave 

the grass too damaged to recover. 

While we hope to avoid grass burn, it is likely that everyone will experience it at 

some point in their lawn-care career. Never be afraid to ask a lawn care professional for 

advice or assistance with your grass--and if you have any questions or comments, don’t 

be afraid to let us know!  

 


