
Mowing Tips and Tricks 
Whether you mow your lawn yourself or pay someone to do it for you, there are 

certain things that you should know to keep your lawn looking its best. Before looking at 

any of our tips and tricks below, make sure that you consult your user manual for your 

machine’s specifications. 

Preparing Your Equipment 
We talked briefly in our last article about the causes of a diseased lawn. Making 

sure that your mower is prepared is the first step to keeping your lawn happy and 

healthy. On riding mowers and some push mowers, the blades can be removed and 

sharpened; on other push mowers, however, the blades cannot be sharpened and must 

simply be replaced. Make sure to check your user manual if you are unsure what kind of 

blades you have. Before you begin, make sure to disconnect the blades from the spark 

plug (on a corded mower) or remove the battery pack (on a cordless mower). After this 

you can take the blades off of the mower and sharpen them using files, drill-powered 

grinders, or bench grinders. 

Getting the Right Height 
If the blades are sharpened and you are ready to proceed, the next thing to do is 

check the deck height of the mower. You should never remove more than ⅓ of the 

grass height at a time; doing so shocks the grass and makes it more vulnerable to 

disease. Keeping to this rule stimulates growth so that your lawn looks bright and 

healthy. When in doubt, it is always best to keep the deck higher up, especially during a 

dry spell.  

When to Mow 
In an ideal situation, you would know exactly what type of grass your yard has; 

realistically, however, the grass was probably already planted when you moved in, and 

you may not know what kind it is. If you do know, then you can easily ask a local 

gardening professional what the ideal height and mowing time is for your type of grass. 



If, like most people, you aren’t sure about what kind of grass you have, you can still use 

your location to help determine when to mow.  

Usually, warm season (or Southern) grasses have their highest growth period 

during the summer. This means that most of your mowing should take place in the 

summer, as well, with significantly less mowing in the spring and fall. Cold season (or 

Northern) grasses, on the other hand, take a bit of a break in summer; they will hit peak 

growth during the spring and fall seasons, meaning you have to mow more often during 

that time. Keep in mind that no matter what type of grass you have, you are better off 

mowing mid-morning whenever possible. 

Grass Clippings 
A common myth surrounding mowing and lawn care is that grass clippings 

contribute to thatch (a condition that can cause root rot or disease). In reality, grass 

clippings have nothing to do with thatch. The clippings actually help to make your lawn 

healthier by adding a layer of natural compost. If you do not want to leave grass 

clippings in your lawn, you can add them to any compost pile that you may have.  

We hope that this article helps you to keep your lawn healthy and beautiful! As 

always, feel free to comment or call with any questions or topics you might like to see in 

the future. 


